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each other, or how they lived, could have no after-
effects, should life again recur in the universe.

In assuming that right and wrong are valid dis-
tinctions, as in fact most people assume, I am thus
led to a further assumption. A universe in which this
is so cannot cease to exist when our bodies have
ceased to exist, when the wandering planet on which
they have lived has returned to its parent sun and
reverted to gas and flame. The final reality must
belong to the same order of things as my own per-
sonality, and not to the same order of things as my
body and limbs, as the visible and tangible world
about me. The things which I touch and hear and
see must themselves be expressions of something
akin to that essence, my own personality. In my
judgment of human beings I feel that the greatest
are those in whom personality is carried to the
highest. I am, therefore, led to suppose that the final
reality behind the universe is personality carried to
its highest degree, expanded to an infinite power.
I cannot deny to this personality any qualities of
goodness or greatness in the persons I know or of
whom I have knowledge. I can only suppose that He
has those qualities to an infinite degree. If so, some
clue to His nature will be found in trying to see what
is best in men as we know them; and in trying to
grasp what that best is.

I must here pause to remark that while I assume
that good and evil are valid distinctions, I cannot
undertake to describe in general terms wherein
that difference consists. When called on to act I
must make up my mind for myself what is the right
action as distinguished from the wrong. I can try
to recognise goodness when I see it, and also evil.
But I cannot hope to explain what they are, or,
indeed, to say why evil should exist in the universe
at all. Whenever we try to see what this universe
is, we come in the end to insoluble riddles, because
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